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NOMENCLATURAL NOTES ON THREE PLANTS FROM SOUTH INDIA 


1. Premna hamiltonii Ellis, nom. nov. P. 
flavescens Buch.-Ham. ex C. B. Cl. in 
Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 4: 578. 1885 (non 
Juss., 1806); Gamble, FI. Pres. Madras 2: 
1096. 1924. 

That Premna flavescens Buch.-Ham. ex 
C. B. Cl. is a different plant from that of 
Jussieu’s (in Ann. Mus. d’hist. Nat. 7: 77. 
1806) has already been indicated by Schauer 
(in DC. Prodr. o: 62a. 1847! when he placed 
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Jussieu’s epithet as synonymous to P. tom- 
entosa Willd. even though with a question 
mark. Critical perusal of the protologue 
with a study of the microfische of Jussieu’s 
Herbarium I Herb. Tussieu (6206): Cat. No. 
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5074 (No. 351)] definitely indicates that Jus¬ 
sieu’s plant is indeed P. tomentosa Willd. 
Buchanan Hamilton’s plant, therefore, re¬ 
quires a new name. 

2. Phyllanthus fischeri (Gamble) Ellis, 
comb, nov, Emblica fischeri Gamble in 
Kew Bull. 1925 et Fi. Pres. Madras 2: 
1295- r 9 2 5 * 

Webster fin Tourn. Arnold Arb. 28: 7 c- 
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79. 1957 and Ibid. 48: 332-339. 1967) in his 
detailed studies has dealt with the circum¬ 


scription of the genus, Phyllanthus L., re¬ 
cognising the advocacy of a broader circum¬ 
scription for the genus, comprising many 
genera, including Cicca L., Emblica Gaertn., 
Kirganelia Juss., Reidia Wt., etc. Thus, the 
plant hitherto treated under Emblica as E. 
fischeri Gamble needs to be treated under 
Phyllanthus L. 


Naringi alata (Wall, ex Wt. & Am.) El¬ 
lis, comb, nov, Limonia alata Wall, ex 
Wt. & Arn. Prodr. 92. 1834; Hook. f. FI. 
Brit. Ind. 1: 508. 1875; Gamble, FI. Pres. 
Madras 1; 157. 1913. Pleiospermum al¬ 
ii turn (Wall, ex Wt. & Arn.) Swingle in 
Journ. Washing. Acad. Sci. 6: 427. 1916. 
Hesperuthusa alata (Wall, ex Arn.) Alston 
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proposal to conserve Hesperethusa M. J. 
Rcemer had failed (cf. Taxon 19; 816. 1970), 
a new combination for Limonia alata Wall, 
ex Wt. & Arn. under the genus, Naringi 
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FIVE PLANT RECORDS FOR KERALA 


Dendrobium crepid&tum Lindl. in Paxton, 
FI. Gard. 1: 63. f. 45. 1850-51; Hook. f. 
FI. Brit. India 6: 740. 1890; Said. & 
Nicol. FI. Hassan 820. 1976 (ORCHID A- 
CEAE). 

Earlier known distribution is Sikkim, 
Assam, Bihar, Orissa, Maharashtra and 
Karnataka. 

Specimens examined : Cannahore District, 


Peria, 825 m, 28-3-1980, F.$. Ramachandrart 
66879. 

Eragrostis zeylanlca Nees & Mey. in Nov. 
Acta Cass. Leon. - Card. SuddI. i • 20 a. 
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1843; E° r » Grass. Burma, Ceylon, India, 
Pakist. 515. i960 (POACEAE). 

Earlier known only from Eastern India, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Burma and 
Ceylon. 
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Specimens examined : Cannanore District, 
Hosdurg, common, flowering, 29-1-1979, 
V. /. Nair 59997; V. S. Ramachandran 
60035. 

Hugonia belli Sedgwick in Ind. For. 46: 
424. 1920 (LINACEAE). 

This is a rare climber in evergreen forests 
and very few collections are available in our 
herbaria. So far it was considered as en¬ 
demic to Karnataka State. The present one 
forms its first collection outside this area. 

Specimens examined : Cannanore District, 
Panoth, Peria R. F., in fruits, 24-3-1980, V. 
S. Ramachandran 66869. 

Ischaentiun zeylanicolum Bor, Grass. Bur¬ 
ma, Ceylon, India, Pakist. 186. i960. 7 . 
tomorense Kunth var. zeylanicum Hack, 
in DC. Mon. Phan. 6: 230. 1889; Sena- 
ratna, Grass. Ceylon 176. 1956. 7 . timo- 
rense sensu Hook. f. FI. Brit. India 7: 
136. 1896 p.p. (POACEAE). 

Hook. f. ( loc . cit.'j describes the leaves of 
Ischaemum timorense Kunth as ‘sessile and 
petioled’. Bor (loc. cit .) following Stapf 
(MSS), separates the forms with lower peti¬ 
oled leaves to a distinct species Ischaemum 
zeylanicolum Bor. This species can fur¬ 
ther be distinguished by its smaller spike- 
lets. Bor gives the distribution of 7 . zey¬ 
lanicolum as Bombay and Ceylon. The pre¬ 
sent collection from Chandanathode extends 
its known distribution to Kerala. Examina¬ 
tion of the sheets in MH reveals that this 
species is available in Tamil Nadu also. 

Specimens examined : Kerala : Calicut 
District, Vayitri, (Wynaad), 22.1.1902, C. A. 
Barber 4248 ; Cannanore District, Chandana¬ 


thode, di 825 m, flowering, not common, 
15.2.1978, V. S. Ramachandran 53991 ; Tali- 
paramba, -p 150 ft, Jan. 1906, C. A. Barber 
7691 ; Taliparamba, 150 ft, 16.12.1931, 
G. V. Narayana 81762 ; Idukki District, Kut- 
tikanam, Peermedu, ±1025 m, 23.11.1967, 
K. Vivekananthan 29307 ; Malappuram Dis¬ 
trict, Mancheri, -p 100 m, 24.2.1970, /. L. 
Ellis 33579; Palghat District, Alathur, 
26.12.1919, K. C. Jacob 16328. Tamil Nadu: 
Coimbatore District, Siruvani, -p 900 m, 
25.10.1968, Deb 31232; Nilgiri District, Nela- 
bota, ± 3000 ft; Nov. 1884, /. S. Gamble 
15586 ; Gudalur (Goodaloor) ghat, -p 3500 ft, 
15.11.1888; Western slopes of Nilgiris, Oct. 
1900, C. A. Barber 2689 ; Gudalur, ±6000 ft, 
17.11.1935, K. C. Jacob 83115. 

Phalaenopsis mysorensis Saldanha in Ind. 

For. 100: 571. t. 3. 1974 et FI. Hassan 842. 

1976 (ORCHIDACEAE). 

Saldanha (l.c.) described this from Vana- 
gur in Hassan District, Karnataka State. The 
present collection outside the type locality 
extends its known range of distribution to 
Kerala State. 

Specimens examined : Cannanore Dis¬ 
trict, Chandanathode, on way to Peria, 
850 m, 3.5.1979, V. S. Ramachandran 68283. 
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THE STATUS OF HIBISCUS FURCATUS ROXBURGH 

The same name Hibiscus furcatus has been and later with a detailed description by Rox* 
used for two different plants, first by Willde- burgh (FI. Ind. 3: 204, 1832). In the inter- 
ttow in 1809 (Enum, Hort, BeroL 736. 1809) val, De Candolle had validated Roxburgh's 



